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Snorts, exported
Canadian comic Russell Peters gets Outsourced. By Matthew Love
Chances are if the name Russell Peters rings a bell, it’s a loud one, and the 
fact that he’s playing Radio City Music Hall two nights in January isn’t 
news because you and your friends already have your tickets. If this 
comic’s name means nothing to you, though, you’re not alone. His 
success in the States has felt unassuming for a couple of reasons: 
First, his rise has been due almost entirely to excited fans sharing 
YouTube links rather than any traditional media; second, a good 
percentage of those fans don’t live in North America. 

The Canadian son of Indian émigrés from the U.K., Peters’s 
point-of-view straddles the gap between his Western upbringing 
and his Eastern heritage. His comedy, a combination of 
observational humor and one-liners revolving around ethnicity, 
appeals directly to an international audience that hasn’t received 
much attention, if any, from Western comics past. As a result, 
many Peters fans may not only count him as their 
favorite stand-up comic, but the only stand-up 
comic they know anything about.

Peters is at ease with seemingly every 
race in his crowds, as evidenced by 
previous shows the Green Card Tour 
and last year’s Red, White and 
Brown—which was filmed at MSG. “I 
think everybody focuses on how 
they’re different from everybody 
else,” says Peters. “At the end of the 
day, everybody does the same shit 
with a different accent.”

This democratic vision 
pervades Peters’s act; eventually 
everybody, whether they’re 
from China or Canada, is going 
to take a hit. And despite 
toying with stereotypes and 
treading on potentially 
sensitive areas, the comic 
isn’t concerned about 
anyone taking offense: “The 
difference between funny 
and offensive is accuracy; 
I’m not so much politically 
correct as politically 
accurate,” he says.

As with his previous 
shows, Peters’s Outsourced 
Tour will take him around 
the world and be recorded for 
future release. By the time he 
returns with his next show, 
who knows, maybe he’ll be 
famous on his continent of 
origin.

Russell Peters plays Radio 
City Music Hall Jan 29 and 
30. For more information, go 
to radiocity.com.


